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Legacy of Care

Exhibits tell the story of DeBakey’s illustrious career. The

architects designed the project with elements symholic of
DeBakey’s work, such as the ‘valves’ (top) in the perimeter
wall that refer to the inner workings of the heart.

DeBakey Library and Museum honors 60 years of life-saving innovation

by STEPHEN SHARPE

RENOWNED INTERNATIONALLY FORHIS BREAKTHROUGHS in medical
techniques, legendary heart surgeon Michael E. DeBakey, M.D., spent 60
years on the staff of Methodist Hospital and the faculty of Baylor College
of Medicine at the Texas Medical Center in Houston. Itis fitting that a new
museum dedicated to hisinnovationsand achievements sits at the heart of
the medical center. Alongwith hislife-savingadvancementsinthe operat-
ingroom, DeBakeyalsowasavisionarywho helped positionthe institutions
asamongthebestinthe world. Inhonor of his esteemed career, the Michael
E.DeBakey Library and Museum is scheduled to open in May. DeBakey, who
died in 2008 at age 99, did not live long enough to see the opening, but he
was around to celebrate the announcement that it would be built.

The DeBakey Library and Museum, designed by Bailey Architects, is
housed on the ground floor of the DeBakey Center for Biomedical Educa-
tion and Research. The design achieves two main goals: first, to serve as
aresource center devoted to the preservation and exhibition of materials
and medical instruments belonging to DeBakey; and second, to enhance
efforts by Baylor College of Medicine to recruit top-notch students and
world-class teaching and research faculty.

Bailey Architects worked with BCM Chairman Emeritus William
Butler, M.D., and otherleaders of the college to design the 8,100-sf project,
which included the renovation of existing space and an expansion that
added 3,100 square feet to the existing DeBakey Center for Biomedical
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Education and Research. The ground-floor museum features a mock
operatingsuite and areplica of DeBakey’s conference room, known as the
“Green Room.” Exhibits will highlight some of the medical instruments
and apparatus heinvented, aswell as select documents from his careerand
the Congressional Gold Medal he received shortly before his death. Videos
of DeBakey performing surgical procedures will be shown via monitors
in the museum’s exhibition space so medical students and scholars can
study his groundbreaking techniques.

The architects’ design metaphorically refers to DeBakey’s professional
realm, with elements such as overlapping wall segments that represent
heartvalveswhich pull away from the building’s exterior to allow diffused,
naturallightto enter the exhibit area. Also, the stainless steel panels that
clad the wall segments recall the material common to the instruments
and equipment of the operating room where DeBakey and his colleagues
performed near-miraculous surgical feats.

While honoring the legacy of an extraordinary individual, the new
DeBakey Library and Museum also supports Baylor College of Medicine’s
imperative of educating the next generation of men and women who will
follow his example in making future advancements in medical procedures
and biomedical research.

Stephen Sharpe is the editor of Texas Architect.
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